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Bexley S.H.I.E.L.D. business continuity plans in response to COVID-19
In line with government guidelines, Bexley S.H.I.E.L.D. has continued to carry out its statutory duties using
virtual platforms for all meetings and learning events. Its Executive – made up of partnership leads from the
Police, Local Authority and CCG – has met fortnightly in November 2020; business continuity arrangements
and recovery plans have been the focus of the Executive as well as practice issues spotlighted throughout the
COVID-19 period. The Partnership Board took place on 26 October 2020 which included items on the
Learning Hub priorities, the Child O learning review, the launch of CREST, and a case presentation by Bromley
Healthcare (one of Bexley’s relevant agencies). The Executive will continue to meet fortnightly throughout the
rest of November and December 2020 to oversee all partnership business planning including monitoring the
JTAI action plan and the work of the Learning Hub.

COVID-19 resources for children, professionals and families
The latest COVID-19 resources are now available on the S.H.I.E.L.D. website. Thank you to everyone
who has passed on resources we can share. If there are any resources which you think would be helpful
to share across the partnership, please email shield@bexley.gov.uk.

Priority 6 update (including practitioner survey)
The Learning Hub has begun its work on Priority 6 led by the Local Authority and focused on Getting basic
child protection right. The first Hub session took place on 27 October 2020 and identified a series of baselines
relating to current practice as well as setting out the plan for the Hub’s activities in November and December
2020. The first mini-Hub group met on 6 November 2020 to review the Effective Support document. Next steps
in November include audits on domestic abuse and case closure.
Practitioner survey
We’d love you to complete our short survey on Priority 6 to help us develop a baseline in terms of
current practice. The survey can be found here: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RTQG2GZ
The closing date is Monday 30 November 2020.

16 Days of Action Against Domestic Abuse
16 Days of Action (25 November to 10 December) is an international campaign which every year highlights the link
between abuse against women and human rights. To read more about what is happening locally in Bexley to support the
campaign, see https://www.bexley.gov.uk/news/bexley-backs-16-days-action. There are more resources and information
about the global campaign here: https://16daysofaction.co.uk/.

Bexley F.L.A.R.E. virtual coffee morning – 13 November 2020
Parents from the Bexley F.L.A.R.E. group came together with partnership leads from Bexley S.H.I.E.L.D. and
Children’s Social Care to catch up online about how everyone was doing and plans to develop the work of F.L.A.R.E.
over the coming weeks and months. Future plans for the group include exploring and better understanding the Signs
of Safety model in Bexley as well as recording some conversations about experiences of child protection meetings
and processes to inform practitioner learning events. Bexley F.L.A.R.E. will continue to work with Camden F(amily)
A(dvisory) B(oard) to develop the group’s future work programme and focus.
If you have any parents you think might be interested in the work of Bexley F.L.A.R.E., please be in
touch with Amanda Gillard amanda.gillard@bexley.gov.uk .

Local Authorities that listen circle
Bexley S.H.I.E.L.D. is working closely with the London Borough of Camden to develop our approach to
engaging with parents who have had experience of child protection processes and our services. In Bexley, we are
concentrating on working with our F.L.A.R.E. parents group. We are also part of a growing network of Local
Authority areas who are seeking to do similar work around listening to parents and engaging them in various
conversations about their experiences of our services. On 2 November 2020, we came together with representatives
from 15 Local Authority areas (as well as some parents and other stakeholders) to form a virtual listening circle
focused on our ideas and challenges around parent engagement and to think about how we can support each other
going forward. Colleagues in Southwark will host our next meeting in January 2021 and we will be looking at an
example of training for parent advocates.

Support for parents with their young babies – safer sleeping and coping with crying
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) affects over 300 families every year. The Lullaby Trust aims to raise
awareness of sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) and the proven advice on how parents can reduce the risk
of it occurring. They have produced some useful resources for practitioners: Sudden infant Death Syndrome: a
guide for professionals. There is also a London briefing.
In 2019, we updated our one-page briefing note for professionals on Reducing the risk of sudden infant death
to emphasise the importance of seeing where the baby will sleep, so the sleeping environment can be observed and
the key messages made more relevant for families.
Bexley S.H.I.E.L.D. will be working with colleagues from Greenwich and Lewisham on a ‘Coping with Crying’
campaign over the next few months. In the meantime, there are some useful resources and guidance to help
parents cope with crying on ICON’s website: https://iconcope.org/.

‘Act Early’ – advice for family and friends who maybe be
worried that someone is being drawn into terrorism
A new ‘Act Early’ website has been launched this week as well an advice line for family and friends who may have
concerns that someone that know is being drawn into terrorism.
You can access the website here for more information, guidance and case studies: www.actearly.uk. The website
aims to increase awareness with concerned family and friends of where to go for further information and support.
The national Prevent advice helpline is live now - 0800 011 3764. Prevent Officers will provide reassurance and
practical advice, in confidence, to concerned friends and families.

National guidance and useful resources
Keeping children safe in out-of-school settings, Guidance
and advice, Department for Education, 21 October 2020
Information for providers, parents and carers on keeping children safe in
community activities, after-school clubs, tuition, sports training and other
out-of-school settings.
2020 UK annual report on modern slavery, Report, Home Office,
19 October 2020
The Home Office has published its 2020 annual report on modern slavery in the UK. The
report provides an overview of modern slavery in the UK and how the UK has responded in
the last year. The report covers: improving support for child victims of modern slavery; the
roll-out of the Independent Child Trafficking Guardians (ICTG) service; and the child
trafficking protection fund (CTPF). The Home Office has also published an independent
review of the Modern Slavery Innovation Fund (Phase 1) which funded projects to tackle
modern slavery, including projects focusing on children.
Among the last ones to leave? Understanding the journeys of Muslim children in
the care system in England, Research Report, CoramBAAF, 20 October 2020
Coventry University, Penny Appeal and CoramBAAF led a research project on the
experiences of children of Muslim heritage as they journey through the care system in Britain.
This Department for Education-funded project aimed to improve outcomes for Muslim
children in the care system in the Midlands, by specifically understanding their journeys and
the contexts in which they occur, in order to inform policy and practice.
Childline: nobody is normal campaign, Web resource, 9 November 2020
Childline has launched a new campaign - Nobody is Normal - which aims to help children
understand that lacking confidence, feeling not good enough or that you don’t fit in, is a
shared experience.
Maternal depression, suicide risk and culturally appropriate interventions,
Podcast, The Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health,
11 November 2020
The Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health (ACAMH) has
released a podcast discussing maternal depression, suicide risk among
young people and culturally appropriate interventions.

Useful links
Previous S.H.I.E.L.D. e-bulletins are available here.
The Bexley Safeguarding Adults Board latest newsletter is available here.
The latest S.H.I.E.L.D. Training e-bulletin is available here.

